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Principally Speaking, 

 

We are currently finalizing student class registration for next year. Students will receive their 

schedules prior to school in the Fall.  I have had a few conversations with parents who have 

requested specific teachers for next year. Please know that we do not accept teacher requests, 

but the counselors and administrators work together to place your student with a teacher whose 

style best matches your son’s or daughter’s whenever possible. You are welcome to provide input 

by picking up a form from the Main Office. On this form you can share all the traits you desire in 

your child’s teachers.  

 

Our spring is full of activities. Please see our web calendar for a complete list of events.     

  

Here are dates of upcoming events: 

 

7th and 8th Grade Honor Roll Breakfast:  April 28th 

6th Grade Honor Roll Breakfast:  April 30th  

Culture Fair:  May 13th 

5th Grade Parent Night:  May 20th 

Civil War Encampment:  May 23rd 

8th Grade Celebration/Party:  June 13th 

8th Grade Promotion:  June 17th  

 

 

Thank you, 

 

Curtis Smith 
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FUTURE DATES 

Apr. 14- May 2 WASL Testing 

Apr. 28  7th/8th Honor Roll Brk. 

Apr. 30  6th Honor Roll Brk. 

May 13 Culture Fair 

May 17 Hazel Dell Parade 

May 20 5th Gr. Parent Night 

May 23 Civil War Day 

May 29 Jazz Night(Band) 

June 6 Talent Show a.m. 

June 6 Family Fun Night 

June 13 Eighth Grade Party 

June 17 8th Gr. Promotion 

June  17 2 Hr.Early Release 

June 18 2 Hr. Early Release 

 Last Day of School 

 

TRACK NEWS!! 
 
Volunteers are needed for our three home meets on May  
15th, 22nd, and 29th. If you are interested in helping,  
please contact Douglas Warner 313-3200. No experience  
necessary! But the Volunteer Clearance form is  
mandatory and that requires completion two weeks  
prior to events. 
 
CULTURE FAIR MAY 13 
 
It is time for the 8th graders to present the sixteenth 
annual Culture Fair. On Tuesday, May 13, 2008, parent, 
guardians and the public are invited to visit ALKI 
between 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. You will be viewing a wide 
variety of individual projects done by 8th grade student 
showing something about their family’s culture. 
(Students please be in the gym at 6:15 p.m.) 
 
 
LIBRARY PAGES 
 
Quilt Raffle: Last December the 8th grade students 
participated in Colonial Williamsburg Day. One of the 
stations they visited was a sewing center where they 
each stitched squares of material by hand. Mrs. Hanes is 
making 2 quilts from those squares to be raffled off 
during Culture Fair, May 13th. They will be on display 
in the office in May. Proceeds will be used for fiction 
books in the library. 
Battle of the Books: The student competitions are over 
with 2 teams ready to battle against the teachers on April 
25th in the commons during 7th period.  The teams are 
Awesome Chickens ( Macrina Malisch, Nicole Barth, 
Michelle Brincfield), Flaming Wizards ( Brandon 
Duncan, Colby Blackwood, Erick Hanseler) and The 
Teachers (Mrs. Weiss, Mrs. Condon, Ms. Willson and 
Mrs. Williams). 

 
Attention 8th grade Parents! 
 
The 8th grade promotion team is putting together a slide 
show/video of your children for their promotion.  We 
need your help.  We would like to collect1 Kindergarten 
photo from each 8th grader to add to the show and a few 
candid's too. There is a drop box in the office for 
collection.  The deadline to have these in is May 15th .   
 
Also, we still need to collect permission slips allowing 
your child's photo to be in the DVD (we must have this 
in order for the photo to be in the DVD).  If you are 
unsure as to whether or not you turned one in or even 
need to, contact Rachelle Beatty with any questions 
571-9426 or fourwomen1dude@comcast.net  
 
Dates to save: 
 
June 13th- 8th grade party "Students only" 2:30-
4:30pm 
June 17th- 8th grade promotion  9:30-10:30am 
Invitations will be mailed. 
 
It has been a tradition at Alki for the 8th graders to give 
a gift to the school. The leadership class will raise funds 
at a Burgerville night, were a nice percentage raised will 
go toward the gift, (DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED ) also 
we will have a concession stand at our home track 
meets, and could use your help, we are seeking 
donations of pop cans, licorice, water bottles and 
pepperoni stix. If you can help out please contact 
Heather via email 
skkie5@comcast.net  
 
Thanks for your support  
 
8th grade committee. 
 

 

LAST SOCIAL 

 

Our last school social of the year will be on Tuesday, 
May 6th and we are asking parents if they can provide 1  
of the following snacks: 
 
2 dozen store bought cookies, 1package assorted chips, 
or bottled water.  You can leave these items in the office, 
just let the ladies know what it’s for. Any questions 
please contact Heather Lennon at #546-3687. 
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*IMPORTANT INFORMATION YOU MUST 
KNOW* 

*New Immunization Requirement* 
2008-2009 School Year 

 
All students in Washington at 11 years of age and 
entering 6th or 7th grade, are required by law to show  
proof of a Tdap (combination tetanus, diphtheria and 
pertussis) vaccination, if it has been 5 years or longer  
since receiving a tetanus containing vaccine (DTaP, DT 
or Td).  Generally children receive their last booster at 
age 4-6 years old, so this new law will affect most of 
you. If your child will be entering 6th or 7th grade for the  
 
2008-2009 school year, please contact your health care 
provider as soon as they turn age 11 to obtain this 
required vaccination.  
 
Providers will be very busy at the start of school, so 
don’t wait!  
 
*BRING THE SHOT RECORD TO THE SCHOOL 

AS SOON AS SHOT IS RECEIVED* 
 
Thank you for your cooperation.  
Colleen Van Sweringen, RN 
Alki School Nurse 
 

WEARING HELMETS 

 
As you may know the City of Vancouver recently passed 
a helmet ordinance requiring people of all ages to wear a 
helmet when riding a non-motorized, human powered 
vehicle (bike, skateboard, roller blades etc.). As part of 
the community safety effort, Safe Kids Clark County, 
of which the Vancouver Police Department is the lead 
agency, is applying for a grant to supply helmets to kids 
at safety events. The primary target audiences will be 
low income youth. The grant is given through 
Hamburger Helper. 
 
Part of the grant includes a show of community support 
in order to determine the winner. So your support and 
the support of those you know is appreciated. Here is a 
link to the page of the Safe Kids grant proposal. If you 
could take a moment to write a couple of sentences 
showing your support for our efforts to provide required 
safety equipment, in the form of a helmet, to youth in 
Vancouver, your time is much appreciated.  You may 
also forward this link and information to others who may 
want to offer their support. This amount of money would 
supply approximately 3000 helmets.  
 
http://www.myhometownhelper.com/ViewProject.aspx?t
ell=2&id=38790    
 

 
Thank you.  
 
Kim Kapp 
Public Information Coordinator 
Vancouver Police Department 
(360) 487-7490  
visit VPD online at: www.vanpolice.org  
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  *  

 

You’re invited to Alki’s 5th Grade 
Parent Information Night! 

 

WHO: Parents with students 

that will be 6th graders 

at Alki Middle School 

next year 

WHAT: An overview of the 6th 

grade program at Alki. 

WHEN: Tuesday, May 20th 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Alki Middle School 

Commons     1800 N.W. Bliss Rd. 
 

Please call the school with any 

questions, 313-3200 
 

The Alki Administrators and Counselors 
look forward to meeting you! 

 
*Please note: This evening is for adults onlyadults onlyadults onlyadults only. . . . 
Students will visit Alki on June 12th during 

the school day. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
BURGERVILLE NIGHT 

 
Alki is please once again to be partnering with the 
Salmon Creek Burgerville for Burgerville Night on May 
15th from 5 – 8 p.m. A generous donation of 10% of all 
sales during these hours will be made by Burgerville 
toward the gift which our current 8th grade calass will 
leave to Alki. We hope to see you there! 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PTSA 
 
Special Education PTSA is a unit of the Vancouver PTA 
council and invites parents, staff and students with an 
interest in special education to our meetings and e-mail 
information list. To be included, e-mail Theresa at 
growingwize@msn.com. If questions, call Martha at 
574-9029. Faculty are encouraged to contact our liaison,  
Mrs. Terry Rose, special education teacher, at 
terry.rose@vansd.org. 
 
“Making the Front Porch Connection” 
 
It’s hard to imagine that the very things our parents and 
grandparents may have complained of in their youth are 
the lifestyle qualities we often hope to bring back.  Do 
you remember a time when your neighbors knew you,  
your family, and some of the happenings in your life?  If 
you are too young to remember, you have probably 
heard about it.  It is called “social connectivity” and it 
actively contributes to lower instances of crime, 
improved health for young and old, less stress due to 
people’ willingness to help each other, and even a 
greater sense of security because more people know each 
other by name and are familiar with their surroundings.  
When these qualities are in place, community members 
are able to experience the benefits of a more active 
lifestyle.     
 
Community Choices invites you to learn what you can 
do to strengthen connections in your community and 
lead a more active lifestyle.  You are invited to attend 
their upcoming forum “Making the Front Porch 
Connection: How do we create safe, active 

communities?” on Saturday, May 31st from 9:30-
12:30pm at the First Church of God. The address is 
3300 NE 78th St. Vancouver, WA 98665. Registration 
fee is $15. Call 360-567-1067 and sign up today!  To 
learn more about Community Choices go to 
www.clarkcommunitychoices.org. 
 
CAFETERIA PROGRAM 
 
Breakfast and lunch tickets are available to purchase in 
the cafeteria, payment of any amount is acceptable. The  
cost per lunch is $2.00 and $1.00 for breakfast. Make 
checks payable to Alki Middle School Cafeteria.    
 
Applications for the Reduced Meal program are 
available in the office.  NOTE: Applications require 
several days to process. 
 
 
 
 

 
ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 
 
It is very important that parents call the school when 
their student will not be in school. 
 
24 hour attendance line: 313-1448 
Homework and questions: 313-3220 
 
It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian/custodian 
to provide an excuse to the school for your student’s  
absence within three school days of the student’s 
return to school. Also, district policy now states that  
if your student is gone more than six days, we must 
have a note from the doctor.  
 
If your child has an appointment during school time, 
please write a note and have him/her bring it to the 
attendance office first thing in the morning. 
 
Please note – if your student is 10 minutes late for class 
or for any absences, you will be still receive a call from 
the automated attendance program. 
 
 
ATTENTION POTENTIAL VOLUNTEERS! 

 
Have you been thinking about volunteering at one of our 
district schools, but aren’t sure how to get started?  It’s 
easy.  You can pick up a Volunteer Packet from the 
school office, or you can download it from the district  
website. Go to www.vansd.org, click on Partnerships 
and Volunteering, and select Volunteer Opportunities 
from the pull-down menu. On the volunteer page, under  
the heading “qualifications” you will see a link called 
“clearance process.” On the “clearance process” page  
you will see “Downloading a Volunteer Packet and 
Application.” Print all five pages, complete the forms,  
and bring them to the school office with your 
Washington State identification.  If you have any 
questions, please call the school office or Sue Knable, 
Community Partnerships Office, 313-4720.  Thank you 
for your interest in helping Vancouver students! 

 

 
Recycling Cell Phones &  Ink Cartridges 

 

Your continued support of the Recycling of Cell phones 
and Ink Cartridges is very much appreciated! Alki is 
helping to alleviate the volume of waste that goes into 
landfills as we recycle those items. At the same time we 
continue to collect points to earn products we need.  
  
:  
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LISTSERV 

 
We are now able to utilize a LISTSERV process to send 
out Electronic notices from Alki to you. Some of you are 
already receiving notices from ALKI_LS (Alki 
ListServ). 
 
The email addressees used for this were obtained from 
our Student System. In case you might choose to opt out 
of the Listserv, there are “Opt Out” instructions 
contained within each LISTSERV message sent. 
 

In you are not already a member of the LISTSERV and 
would like your email address added, please contact 
Alki’s Office staff at 313-3200. Also, please keep us 
informed of any changes in your email address. 
 

 

CLARK COUNTY FAIR 

 
If you can make it, bake it, or grow it, the Clark 
County Fair wants you to show it! 
 
Bake the best pies in Clark County?  No one can show a 
horse like you? Well, its time to bring those talents to the 
Clark County Fair!  The 2008 Clark County Fair 
Exhibitor Handbook is now online and easily 
downloaded at www.ClarkCoFair.com.  If you don’t have 
Internet access, please call 360-397-6180 or stop by the 
Event Center’s Administration Office and we will kindly 
print one for you. 
 
It is easy to participate in the Clark County Fair, so no 
more excuses, go for the Blue Ribbon!  The rules are 
simple, the fees (if any) are low, and there are plenty of 
departments and classes to enter. Whether you are 7 or 
70, or somewhere in between, we want to feature your 
talents. 
 
If you are a first time exhibitor, not to worry, there is a 
complete online information section designed for new 
comers, plus a great question and answer page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SKYVIEW HIGH SCHOOL 
 

2008-2009  
Freshman 

Cheerleading Tryouts! 
 
Pre-Tryout Meeting for all teams is Tuesday, May 20, 
2008 in the Skyview Commons at 7:00 pm.  We will be 
able to answer your questions regarding our program at 
this meeting.  We highly recommend that you attend 
with a parent.Tryouts for the 2008-09 Freshman Team 
will be June 19-21, 2008 from 9am-noon in the Upper 
Gym at Skyview HS.   
 
You will need a current physical and complete all 
necessary paperwork in order to tryout.   
All tryout information and paperwork may be found on 
our website at: 
http://skyview.vansd.org/mbotnen/Cheer/index.html 
 
 
FAREWELL PATRON TOUR 
 
Thursday, May 8, 2008 
 
A farewell patron tour hosted by retiring Superintendent 
John Erickson will be held Thursday, May 8, from 8:30 
AM to 1 PM. The tour will begin with an overview of 
Vancouver Public Schools at the Center for Educational 
Leadership by Dr. Erickson and will include visits to 
McLoughlin Middle School and Marshall Elementary 
School. Tour participants will meet with students and 
staff at McLoughlin and Marshall to learn about the 
latest educational programs and activities for elementary 
and middle school students. 
 
Tour highlights include McLoughlin Middle School’s 
nationally recognized AVID (Advancement Via 
Individual Determination) program which provides 
support for motivated students to excel in their studies to 
be successful in high school and college. Observe Mac 
students in their “Mac Attire,” a dress code which 
promotes school spirit and helps keep the focus on 
learning and positive behaviors. The “Classroom 
Buddies” project at Marshall Elementary School pairs 
older students with younger ones in reading. 
 
A gourmet lunch prepared by our culinary arts students 
is available at the end of the tour in the Center for 
Educational Leadership. Patron Tours are free and lunch 
is $4. Space on the tour is limited. Please RSVP to Susan 
Knable, 313-4720, or e-mail susan.knable@vansd.org to 
reserve a place. Invite your friends and family! 
 
 


